Proto-Modern South Arabian Vowels — A First Approximation

Michael Hahn
University of Tiibingen

2012

Content
I PTEIIMINATIES. c...ee ettt ettt ettt ettt et et e et e s et e e ateesateesbeessaeeabeessseenseassseensaessseesnnseens 1
B3 (1 TSR UPR RSP 2
3 Reconstructing StreSSEd VOWELS......cc.uieiiiiiiiiieeiieiieet ettt st ettt et e e s 2
3.1 Mid VOWEILS € QN #0....uviiieiiieeiieeciie ettt e e e ae e et e e s tae e snaaeesnsaeeeeeennes 2
3.2 LOW VOWEL a..eiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt et e st e e bt e s seeenbeeenseennbeeeensseeeennaeaenns 5
3.3 High Back VOWEIS......ccoiuiiieiiieeiiieete ettt ettt st e e st e e sstae e s nsaeesnsaeessaeenssaeenn 5
3.3.1 *0: Jibbali o/u = Yemeni MERIT 00.........cccuiiiiiiriiiiiiieiieiiieie ettt 6
3.3.2 *u: Jibbali €/i = Yemeni MENTi Ull.......c.coeeiiiiiiiieiiie et 7
N TR B U4 To] 1< 1 gl D - - OSSP PP 7
3.4 High FIont VOWEIS.......ciiiiiiieiie ettt ettt e e etae e snae e e e e snsaaeaaeeenns 7
3.4.1 *e: Omani Mehri i1 = JIDDali €.....cccveiiiiiiiiiiiieie e 8
3.4.2 *1: Omani Mehri ay = JIbbali 1......ccccueiiciiieiiiicciieee e e e 9
3.4.3 Correspondences in Verbal INflection............ccooceeviieiiiiiiieniieieee e 10
3.4.4 Other COrTeSPONAENCES. ....ccuvvieerireeiieeeieeeeteeesteeesteeessaeesssteessseeessseeesseeessssseeeesessssseeeens 11
3.4.5 Problematic Data..........ccciiiiiiiiiiieeieee ettt et e s naeeeeaes 11
3.5 Evidence for DIphthONgS.........cooviiiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e naaaaee s 12
3.6 CVC and CVEC2C2 WOTAS......eeiiieiieeiieiie ettt ettt ettt et e st et esiaeenbeesaaeeseesaseeeensaeeeanneas 13
3.7 Evidence for StreSSEA 0......couiiiiiieiiie ettt e e e e nraaae s 14
3.8 Summary: Correspondences in Stressed Syllables...........ccccveviiiiiieniiiiiiniiciiee e, 14
4 Origin of Multiple Stress 1N JIDDali.........cccuiiiiiiiiiieciieeeece e e 14
5 Reconstructing VOWELS 1N VEIDS. ......ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiicieeiece ettt e 15
5.1 G Stem CONJUZALION. .....uvieeiiieeiieeeieeeeteeeeieeeeteeeetteeeteeesaeeessaeessseeeasseeansseeensseeesseeasseenseeenn 15
5.2 SteM FOTMALION. ....cuiiiiiiiiiiiiecie ettt ettt et e ettt e et e e bt e sabeesseesnbe e seesnseenseesnnas 17
30 8 10) 1101011 U PPPUPRTRN 19

1 Preliminaries

The MSA languages comprise Mehri, Jibbali, Harsusi, Bathari, Hobyot, and Soqotri. Mehri, Harsusi
and Bathari are closely related and form a group which we call Western Modern South Arabian
(WMSA).

We will focus on
*  Omani Mehri (OM, Johnstone 1987 = ML)
*  Yemeni Mehri (YM, Jahn 1906; cf. also Sima 2009)
* Harsusi (H, Johnstone 1977 = HL, 1987 = ML)
* Eastern Jibbali (EJ, Johnstone 1977 = HL, 1987 = ML)
* Central Jibbali (CJ, Johnstone 1981 =JL, 1987 = ML)
* Soqotri (S, Leslau 1938 = L, Johnstone 1977 = HL, 1981 = JL, 1987 = ML, Siméone-



Sennelle and Lonnet = SSL; Nakano 1986 = N)
When available, the forms used here are taken from Johnstone's last publication, i.e. ML. The
usefulness of the published Soqotri data for the reconstruction of vowels is limited by the fact that
the published lexical collections are comparatively small and that the collections represent different
dialects. The transcription of certain vowels varies even between the different publications of
Johnstone. Bathari (B) and Hobyot (Hb) are only poorly documented.

All Modern South Arabian languages possess large amounts of Arabic loanwords. Sometimes they
can be identified by irregular consonant correspondences, such as /s/ corresponding to Arabic /s/
going back to Proto-Semitic */§/, which yields /§/ or /h/ in Modern South Arabian. In general,
however, it is at the current state of knowledge not possible to reliably recognize loans. To minimize
the danger of deforming the reconstruction by words that entered Modern South Arabian languages
after they split, we will only consider words which either appear to have no cognate in Arabic, or
also have a cognate outside of Arabic (Sets which only share the root, but probably not the
vocalization pattern, are not considered cognate sets here).

Throughout the paper, forms not accounted for by the reconstruction are marked in red.

2 Stress

Jibbali words often have more than one stressed syllable. Multiple stress also occurs in Mehri,
Harsusi and is also reported for Hobyot.

In general, the last stressed syllable in Jibbali corresponds to the last stressed syllable in Mehri and
Harsusi. A syllable which is stressed in Mehri and Harsusi is also stressed in Jibbali.

We will assume that the vowels stressed in Mehri, and only these, were stressed in PMSA. It will be
shown in section 4 that additional stress at least in Jibbali nouns can be predicted unambigously
from the presumed original pattern. In Soqotri, stress is usually on the penultimate and thus often on
a different vowel than in the other languages. However, the original qualities of the formerly
stressed vowel remain distinct in Soqotri.

3 Reconstructing Stressed Vowels

The reconstructions for unstressed vowels given here are tentative.

3.1 Mid Vowels *s and *>

The most well-supported vowel phonemes for PMSA are *¢ and *o. The main support for these
phonemes is provided by the regular correspondence of WMSA ee to Jibbali /¢/, and of WMSA oo
to Jibbali /o/. In Soqotri, *o yields o, while *¢ yields e, 9, a (under unknown conditions).

High *¢

1. *-bré 'son (definite)': OM H ho-bree, YM he-berée | J e-bré (HL)
. *(?9)tén 'you (f.pl)': OM ?ateen | JC ten | S ten (HL)
3. *d.ifér 'nail, claw': OM dfeer, YM SM (ML) tayféer, H ... | JC d.ifér | S tifer (tither) (L),
tdyfar, tothor (ML)
4. *dré? 'pl of stranger (m)': OM doree? | JC edré?



N

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

*falég 'small river': OM H foleeg, YM feléej | J feleg

*molsé 'rain': OM mowsee, YM mlesee | JE mos¢€, JC mosé | S mése (L), mésse (ML)
*maréq 'soup’: OM moareeq, YM mreeq | JE méréq, JC miréq | S maraq (L, HL), maraq (ML)
*moréz 'illness': OM H mereez (HL) | JC méréz

*masréq 'comb'’: OM moasreeq, YM misreeq, H moasreeq | JEC moasréq | S misraq (L)
*motél 'speech, parable': OM mateel, YM metél (L) | JEC mitél | S methal (L)

*mél 'fullness: OM meel | JEC mel

*soléb 'arms': OM H seleeb (HL) | JC séléb

*Sigér 'pl of mountain pass': OM siigeer (ML), H $ogeer | JC Sizér

*?idén 'ear’: OM H ho-ydeen, YM haydeen | JC ?idén (?idé?n) | S {?idihen (L), ?ad(o)han
(JL, ML)}

*Caybél 'flint': OM ?aybeel (HL), H ?aabeel (HL) | JC Cayél | S Sebhal (HL), $4bhal (JL)

In the first syllable of polysyllabic words, the reflex of *¢ in Harsusi is 4 rather than ee:

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Low *

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26.
27.

28.

*bédV? 'lie, falsehood': M béedi, H badi | JC béda?, JE béde (HL) | S bédi (L)

*ged V1 'foot': M geedal, H gadal | JEC gédal

*kéfV? 'boiled beestings': OM keefa, H kdfa | JEC kéfe? | S kafa? (HL), kéfa? (ML)
*$€hVr 'crescent’: M $eehor, H §dhar | J §¢har | S §éhar (JS, ML), $éher (L), $daher (N)
*$ekV1 'twin': OM $ekal (ML sic!, HL seekel), H $3kel | J $¢kel

*ddr(V?) 'blood': OM doors H doora? | JC ddhr, dor- | S {ddor (N), dur (L, HL)}
*a51(u??/Vw?) 'fever': OM H goolow YM jooluu | JC gdle? | S {gole? (HL), g(y)ole (L)}
*yab 'excrement': OM yoob H yab (JL) | JC ydb | S {¥6b (N, HL, JL), €éb (L)}

*hibd 'how': OM hiiboo H haboo B haaboo | JC yo, yol | Hb hab6 (ML) | S 'if6(1) (HL, ML)
*$x4t 'armpit': OM xoot (aff xoot-V, xat-C) | JC $x4t | S {Shoh (HL, JL, SSL 1989), Sho/$ho
(L), shoh (N, SSL 1989)}

*t5di? 'breast': OM H todi | JC tdde? | S todi (JL)

*?5z 'goat”: OM wooz, YM h-oos, B h-a?z | JEC ?0z | Hb h-0?z | S ?5?0z (ML), ?0z (?uz,
260z) (L)

*CVC(C)3C plural pattern

29. *gddl 'pl of foot': OM h.o-gdool | JEC gddl

30. *qirdd 'pl of throat': OM qiirood (ML) H goareed (ML) | JEC qirdd | S gdyrod (ML)

31. *birdk 'pl of knee': OM biirook YM birook H bareek | JC eerdk | S birok (ML)

32. *kVbkab 'pl of star': OM kabkoob | JEC kabkdb | S {kabkub (ML), kibkub (L)}

33. *d.Vrdb 'pl of small piece of wood': OM d.eeroob | JC d.5rdb | S téyrub (JL)

34. *nVxrdr 'pl of nose': OM naxroor | JC naxrdr | S ndhror (ML)

The occasional appearance of H ee, o remains unexplained.

In the neighbourhood of nasals, MH oo < *3 regularly corresponds to Jibbali /u/:

35.
36.

37.
38.
39.
40.

41.

*dVnd? 'pregnancy': OM donoo? | JE dina?

*gV1n 'eyelid': OM H gofoon | JE gufun | S {gefon (JH, SSL 1986), géfon (S ML), gdafen
N)}

*kVndb VS 'pl of heel': OM konooba'; kondwbe', kondwba, kendoba' (SSL 1989) H konooba'
(SSL 1989) | J kunuu€ (SSL 1989)

*Vbdn 'white': OM owboon H alboon | JE luun (HL) | S lebhan (HL)

*mdn 'who': OM H moon B maan (ML) | JEC mun | S mon

*mdtVn 'hip, flesh of back': OM H mooton | JC matun (JL) | S {moéten (HL), méton, du
matni (ML)}

*mVitdni 'pl of incisor tooth': OM matooni (HL) | JC mutini (JL) JE mtuni (HL) | S



{motonhi (JL), metonhi (HL), metonihi (L)}
42. *ndf 'soul': OM ha-noof YM hanoof | JEC é-ntf | S {nhof-, nhob- (L) nof-, nhof- (S ML)}
43. *nd8Vr 'big bird": OM noohar | J ntser, nuser |S {ndéyhor (ML), ndyhir (L)}
44. *§Vyndn 'pl of gland in neck; gill': OM $oy(o)noon H §yonoon | JC sayniin
45. *tdhmVr 'dates’: YM toomer H toomor (HL) | JE tiir (HL) | S tamer(L)

Close to back consonants, *o tends to change to a(a) in Western MSA:
46. *5ir3S navel': OM Siiree, Siire?' (=/8iiraa/), YM §ira?, H Seraa | JE §irdS, JC 8ir3S | S SiiraS,
siira§ (N)
47. *¢5for 'red, brown': OM YM ?06ofor H afor | JC $5for | S {Safer (HL), Cafor, fem Safdroh
(JL), Safer (L)}

Mehri and Harsusi ee and oo are not found in the environment CC, i.e., they are found only in
open syllables, where we define 'open' to include word-final CVC syllables.

Johnstone (ML), and implicitly already Bittner, note that Mehri /ee/ and /oo/ change to /a/ when the
syllable is closed and assume that /a/ was the original vowel, which became /ee/ or /oo/ in open
syllables. An alternative hypothesis is that /a/ is a secondary reflex in closed syllables. This
hypothesis is supported by the fact that /a/ corresponds to Jibbali /¢/, /3/, /a/ (see below for /a/):

Jibbali €
48. *berk 'knee': OM,H,B bark | JC berk | S {bark (S), berk (L, HL), berk (JS), bark (SN
SSL89)}
49. *gerb 'leprosy, mange, scab': OM,H garb | JCE gerb | S {gerb 'gale' (L), garb (HL), gerb
'mange' (ML) (S)}
50. *?erz 'land, earth': YM arz | J ?erz | S ?ard. (N)
51. *mVdéwrVm 'heels': OM modawrom | JC midébrom | S {medérhEm (SN SSL89), midrhem

(L)}

Jibbali o
52. *kdbs 'ram': OM, H kabs | JE kabs | JC kobs | S {kob$ (N, S), kubs (ML)}
53. *x3bz 'bread': OM H xabz, YM xabez | JEC xdbz

*CoCC can appear as CooCoC in Mehri and/or Harsusi if the second consonant is r:
54. *fart 'non-digested food in stomach': OM fart, H foorat, B feert | JC fort | Hb fort | S {fort
(JJ), fort (ML)}
55. *wirx 'month': M warx, H woorax, B waarox | JEC 4rx | Hb woorox
56. *xorf 'summer': M xarf, H xooraf | JEC x4rf | S horf (ML)
57. #?5rm 'path': OM H woorom (def hooram) YM héurem | JC ?5rm | S {?6rim (R0irim) (L),
?6?2orem (HL)}

Jibbali €/0 and Soqotri e, o/0 appear not to be predictable in these examples. We therefore
reconstruct separate phonemes *¢ and *9 also in the environment CC, where they merged to /a/ in
Western MSA.

Thus, we have the following rules for *e and *o:
*  Proto-Western-MSA
l. e,0>a| CC
2. &> ee | open syllable
3. 09> 00| open syllable

1 ML gives Siireg, but the root, the other forms, and the occurence in the example have §.



* Harsusi
1. (Harsusi)ee >o |#C CV
» Jibbali

. o>u|N_or N

3.2 Low Vowel *a

While Mehri and Harsusi /a/ often goes back to *¢ or *o, *a can be reconstructed for PMSA on the
basis of Jibbali /a/, which corresponds to Western MSA /a/ in closed syllables and /aa/ in open
syllables. In Soqotri, the vowel also appears as /a/. *a probably was not an independent phoneme, as
it appears to be found only together with back or emphatic consonants. While some of the proto-
forms with *o also show such environments (e.g., *¢5for 'red, brown'), none of the reconstructed
forms with *e show such an environment, suggesting that *¢ and *a were allophones.

Closed Syllables
58. *d.arb 'small piece of wood': OM d.arb | JC d.arb | S tarb (JL)
59. *taxrVh 'together': OM faxroh YM faxere H faxoroh | JEC faxroh | S {fdhere (B), fahroh
(ML)}
60. *fVtawri 'dual of month name': OM H fotawri | J fétabri
61. *hamt 'belly from the navel down': OM H hamt | JEC hamt | S hant (ML)
62. *3ab(V)h 'fat': OM H $abh (HL) | S $abah (N)
63. *7al¢ 'rib": OM H zaala? | JE zalS | S {'DalS (N), zalS (HL), dalh (L), zoloS (SSL)}

Open Syllables

64. *d.ahVm 'camel urine': OM d.aahom | JEC d.dhom

65. *fVtaQ 'naked (m.)": OM fotaa H feta? (HL) | JE fitaS (HL) | S {foota$ (N), ftaS (ML)}

66. *hafi 'bare-footed': OM haafi | JE hafi | S haafi (N)

67. *hafVn 'handful': OM haafon | J hafon

68. *hagVl 'ring; eyebrow': OM H haagol (HL) YM haajil | JC hagal (JL) JE hagel (HL) | S
{hagal (L, HL), hagol (JL)}

69. *3axVr 'old man': M héexor H xaahor | JE Saxer (HL)

70. *$Vxar 'pl of old man': OM hiixaar | JEC $xar | Hb heexaar (ML)

71. *tad 'one (m)': OM taat H taad B taat, d.aat | JEC tad | S tad (L)

72. *74gVm 'cheek': OM H Zaagom (HL) | JC Zagm (JL) JE Zagem (HL) | S Zagom (pl ZaghEm)
(L)

73. *?Vsbal 'finger': OM §oba? YM haSeba H hasba? B ha§bas (SSL 1989) | JC ?isba$ (SSL
1989) JE ?asbaq, $baC, ?e$bal (SSL 1989) | Hb hiisaba? (SSL 1989), esobas (ML) | S
{?¢ésbah (L), ?isbaf{, ?3sba¥, ?asba¥, ?1zba? (SSL 1989)}

3.3 High Back Vowels

In Omani Mehri, uu occurs in several verb forms and also in some nouns. In these forms, it appears
as oo in Harsusi and corresponds to Jibbali e/i and o/u and Soqotri e, a and o. In Yemeni Mehri, it
corresponds to uu or oo (in open syllables). In the dialects recorded by Sima, uu seems to correlate
with Jibbali e/i and Soqotri e. Jibbali i and u occur in the neighborhood of nasals, conforming to the
general shift of Jibbali e and o to 1 and u in the neighborhood of nasals.

Since there appear to be no phonological conditions predicting whether Mehri uu corresponds to
Jibbali e/i or o/u, we postulate two phonemes *u>YM uu, J e/i and *o > YM o0, J o/u for PMSA.
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While this reconstruction seems to account for the verbal paradigms (see section 5), the
correspondences of nouns are less clear and there is no clear evidence for *u in nouns.

3.3.1

*o: Jibbali 2/u = Yemeni Mehri oo

Correspondences: Jibbali o/u, Soqotri o, Omani Mehri uu, Yemeni Mehri oo (Sima), uu/oo (Jahn)

Nouns

74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.

80.

Verbs

81.

3.3.2

*dVnob 'tail': OM donuub YM denoob H deneeb | JC dunub | S dinob

*hVnnok 'palate and uvula': OM hennuuk H hennek | JEC hontk

*kVmmor 'hedgehog': OM H kemmuur (HL) | JE kiir (HL)

*IVbbod 'good shot': OM labbuud H labbood | JEC labbdd

*mVton 'pl of flesh of back': OM matuun | JC motin (JL) | S méton (ML)

*qVron 'horns (pl)': OM goeruun H goroon B qoraan (ML) | JEC gérun | Hb goroon (ML) | S
gérhon (ML)

*¢Vs$or 'tax': OM H ?aasuur | JC §485r | S €éesor (N)

-0t (3" sg fem perfect): OM -uut YM oo (Sima 19/20) | JC -5t | S -oh

G stem, Type a
o active, perfect: *CoC6C: OM rokuuz-, YM teboor- | JC qdddr | S gébor
= closed: OM rokdz-, YM tebér-
o active, impf: *yoC6CaC: OM yoruukoz, YM yikooteb (Jahn), yoCooCaC (Sima 19/20) |
JC yC5CaC | S igober/igafed
= closed: OM -ordkz-, YM -téber-
causative
© active, perfect:
= 2" and 1% person in all numbers and genders: *-(h)vCC6C-: OM -honsuum-, YM
-haktuub-, -haktoob- | JC -eCC3C-
© active, imperfect:
= 3ms *yv(hv)C(v)C6C: OM yoahansuum, YM yihaktoob (Jahn) | JC iC:éC5C | S
inésor (L), ynéesor (Johnstone, t-Prefix)
reflexive a
© active, imperfect:
= 3ms *yoaCtoCoC: OM yaCtoCuuC, YM yiCteCooC | JC yoCtéC3C | S yikténah.
caus-reflexive a
© active, perfect:
= (2s,1s, 2p, 1p) * $oCvCOC: OM §oCCuuC- | JC 5CeCoC-
o active, imperfect: *yoSC(V)COC: OM yasoCCuuC, YM yisaCCuuC (Jahn), ya§oCCooC
(Sima 19) | JC yasCeéCHC | S iSmétol

*u: Jibbali e/i = Yemeni Mehri uu

Correspondences: Jibbali e/i, Soqotri e/i/1, Omani Mehri uu/aw, Yemeni Mehri uu (Sima), uu/oo

(Jahn)

Verbs



* G stem, weak (CCv), perfect: OM CvCuu (ML) | JC eCC¢, eCNi (JL)
[This correspondence might be accidental, arising from a generalization of one of the
Proto-Semitic CCuu and CCii vocalizations to all CCv verbs.]
e causative,
© active, perfect
= 3" person *haCCuC: OM -hansuum-, YM -haktuub-, -haktoob- | JC -eCCéC- | S
?insir (L) ?msir (Johnstone, t-Prefix)
* reflexive b
o active, perfect: *CtoCuC: OM aCtaCuuC, YM ktetoob | JC aCteCéC
* caus-reflexive a
o active, perfect: *SoCCaC: OM $oCCuuC, YM $aCCuuC | JC soCCéC | S simtel (L)
Simtil (Johnstone, t-Prefix)

Nouns

86-89 (below) might be instances of *u, but the correspondences differ.

3.3.3 Unclear Data

The origin of Jibbali /6/ is unclear. Cf:
82. *h?ri 'small boat': OM hawri YM huurii | JC hori (JL) JE hori (ML) | S héri (JL)
83. *nVw 'pupil': OM nawnow (ML), naun (N, Q, F SSL 1986) H ?enuunuu | JEC nonta (ML,
SSL 1986)

OM /aw/ < *3? *6?:
84. *$Vh?d 'pl of witness': OM $ohawd (aff §had-) | JC $hdd | S $od ($hud) (ML)
85. *y?m 'sun': OM ho-ydwm, YM he-yuum (Jahn), H ho-yoom | JEC yum | S Sam (ML) yom,
du yoomi 'day' (BL)

Other data with J ¢/i corresponding to Mehri oo/uu/aw:
86. *b?n 'sons': OM ha-boon (constr. bani points to high vowel) H ha-buun | JC min, def iin
87. *m?h 'water': OM ha-mooh, -m6h YM hami H he-myo6h | JE é-mi JC é-mih
88. *m?t 'death': OM mawt (however, pronominal amet-h points to low vowel; but YM mifit) |
JEC mit | S mayt, mi (ML)
89. *tVnn?r 'oven': OM tonnawwr YM tenndr | JEC ténir (JL, ML) | S ténnar (L)

3.4 High Front Vowels

Regular correspondences in nominal and verbal forms between Jibbali and Omani Mehri support
the reconstruction of two high front vowels, which we will denote by *e (Jibbali e, OM ii) and *i
(Jibbali i, OM ay). The two vowels seem to have merged to /ii/ in Yemeni Mehri.

3.4.1 *e: Omani Mehri ii = Jibbali e

In Harsusi, both ii and ee are found. Since the Mehri forms given in HL are usually identical to the
Harsusi forms in these cases (while they sometimes differ from those in ML), it is likely that the
Harsusi transcriptions do not distinguish ee and ii as reliably as the Mehri forms Johnstone gives in
his later Mehri Lexicon, i.e., it is possible that there is actually no such distinction in Harsusi.



(Mii, Hii, J e)
1. quadriliteral
90. *kVnséd 'shoulder': OM konsiid H kansiid (HL) | JE kenséd (HL) [Cf. SSL 1989 222]
91. *nVxrér 'nose': OM noxriir (but pron anxarayr-oh points to *1) H nxeriir (HL) | JC naxrér
(JL) JE nxerér (HL) | S {ndhrer (N), nahriir (L), ndhrir (JL), nahrir (ML)}
92. *§Vfrér 'eyelash': OM $oftiir H $foriir | JE §forér (ML) | S {$frir (HL), $fror (ML)}
93. *nVx$é$ 'inside of the nose': OM noxs$ii$ (but pron anxosays-oh points to *1) H nexsiis |
JC naxses$ (JL) JE nex$és (HL)
94. *¢Vrdéb meck': OM H ?aardiib | JE ardéb (SSL 1989) | S Sarédeb, du Saridébi (L)
95. *kVbkéb 'star': OM H kabkiib | JC kabkéb (JL) JE kebkib (HL) | S {kékbeb (N), kebkib
(HL), kabkib (JL, ML). Cf. kibsib 'lucky star' (JL, ML)}
96. *§Vndér 'splinter': OM S$ondiir H $ondiir | JEC §endér
2. triliteral
97. *dVhéb 'flood water': OM dohiib H dohiib (HL) | JEC dhéb
98. *hésVn 'to them (f.)': OM hiison YM heesen (Bittner) | JC héson (JL) | S hésen (Bittner)
3. monosyllabic
99. *3¢ét 'backside’: OM Siit (but suff: Sayt-V points to *i) H $iit | JC sét (JL) JE Set (HL) | S
Soh (ML)
100. *bés 'prep b with suffix 3fs': OM biis H biis* | JC bes
101. *hés 'when': OM hiis H hiis, has, as | JEC hes, hés | S hes 'like' (ML)
102. *$¢ 'thing': OM,YM 41, H $i(i), $ay | JE $i', JC §¢ | S $i (L), 41, $i?

(M ii, H ee, Jibbali e)
103. *§Vtrér 'little pool': OM $otriir, Storiir H ostoreer | JEC Storér
104. *mVskék 'wooden spit, skewer': OM meskiik H meskeek (HL) | JE moskék
105. *$¢elVt (yVm) 'three days': OM S$iilot yuum H $eeloat yiim | JEC §€1t ém
106. *nVSét 'udder': OM ne?iit YM naa?iit H na?eet | JE nSét JC naSét | S {ni?ih (L), néSoh
(ML)}

Conforming with the general shift of *e to Jibbali i close to nasals, *e appears as Jibbali i in these
examples:

107. *dVnbén 'tails': OM donbiin H donbeen (HL) | JC denbin (JL)
108. *hVglém 'kind of grass': OM hogliim H hogoleem (HL) | JE haglim
109. *$Vynén 'gland in neck; gill': OM $ay(a)niin H $yaneen | JE §dyonin JC Saynin

The correspondence between M ii and J e is also supported by other words without known H
cognate.

110. *bobréq: OM babriiq | JEC tobréq

111. *hobrér 'sand dune': OM habriir YM habriir | JE hobrér
112. *kobrét 'sulphur': OM kabriit | JEC kabrét | S kabriit (ML)
113. *korféf 'lip': OM korfiif YM karfiif | JE korfé JC kerféf
114. *monkéb: OM mankiib | JC monkéb

115. *mowsér: OM mowsiir | JE mobsér

116. *mVsfé(?/w?) 'nail sharpened...": OM mosfiiw | JC mosteé?
117. *raSféf 'horse's mane': OM rafiif | JC raSféf

118. *rodwéd 'nit': OM rod(o)wiid YM reduwiit | JEC erdéd

2 Text 10, line 4



119.

*royréy 'soft sand': OM royrity | JC royréy JE ryoréy

3.4.2 *i: Omani Mehri ay = Jibbali i

In Harsusi, this vowel appears as /ii/ in non-initial syllables:

120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.

*(?V)ki 'we two': OM ?okay | JC (?2)si | S ki

*(?V)ti 'you two': OM ?otay H ?etii | JE ti (HL) | S ti (HL)

*dVri? 'strange(r)': OM doray? H derii? | JC diri? | S dirhi (JL)

*fVtVri 'month name': OM fotoray YM fatarii H fotorii | JC fotori

*yéti? 'pl of neck': ML yaytay? H yeetii | JEC yéti

*mohri 'Mehri': OM mohray YM mehrii H mohrii | JEC mehri

*$ohri 'Sheri': OM $ohrdy H $horii | JC Sheri

*teri? 'fresh': OM tordy? (HL) H torii? | JE téri? (HL)

*tVbrin 'hyena': OM tobordyn, toboray'n YM tibriin H tebereen (HL) | JEC tiirin
*?Vrnib 'hare': OM harnayb YM haarneeb H he-ynéb, -ynayb (HL) | JE ?érnib JC ?erni
*¢Vgin: OM ?aagayn H ?aagiin | JE §agin (HL)

In the first syllable, *i is reflected as /o/ in Harsusi:

131.
132.
133.
134.
135.

*$imV1 'left hand': OM $aymal YM §iimel H $dmal | JC §iyél | S §imhil (§émhel, $émel) (L)
*bidi 'liar': OM baydi H badi | JC bidi | S bidehi (L)

*bi 'prep. b with suffix 1cs': OM bay H boh’ | JC bi (JL)

*tit 'one (f)': OM tayt H tot | JEC tit | S toyh (JL, ML)

*tidi? 'pl of breast': OM tiiday? H teedi, tddi (HL) | JEC tiidi?

With unknown or unclear Harsusi form:

136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.

*bis "prep b with suffix 2fs': OM bays | JC bis

*bVrik: OM borayk | JC bérik

*gorgir 'fish-trap': OM gorgayr YM jarjayr | JE gorgir

*yVrsin 'upper arm': OM yorsayn | JC yarsin JE yalsin (SSL 1989)

*hini 'prep h 1sg': OM hayni | JC hini

*hVsif 'selfish; grasping; base': OM hesayf | JC hsif

*kVfil 'sponsor': OM kofayl | JEC kfil

*mVhin: OM mohayn | JEC mihin

*mVhir: OM mohdyr | JEC méhir

*mVni '‘prep mVn with suffix 1cs': OM mondy | JC mini (JL) | S ménhi, miniho (L)
*nVkid 'unpleasant': OM nokayd | JC nkid

*$bi 'gum': OM hebay (HL) | JC sbi

*xVrfi 'being, travelling with summer rains': OM xorfay | JEC xarfi

*?Vblis: OM ?ablays, boldys | JC ?oblis

*Camqi 'medium, middling': OM 'aamqay (ML) | JC €amqi | S €4mqohi (ML)

3.4.3 Correspondences in Verbal Inflection

The reconstruction of *e and *i is largely supported by the vocalization of finite verb forms:

* G stem, type A, active, impf

3 Text 12, line 7
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o 2fs *?: OM toreekoz, YM tetiiber | JC tiqdir | S teqofid
G stem, type A, passive, impf/subj

2fs *tvCCiCi: OM torkayzi | JC irefis

3mpl *yvCCéC: OM yoarkiiz | JC irefés

o 2mpl *tvCCeéC: OM torkiiz | JC irefés

G stem, type b, passive, impf/subj

2fs *tvCCiCi: OM torkayzi | JC irefis

3mpl *yvCCeC: OM yarkiiz | JC irefés

2mpl *tvCCeC: OM torkiiz | JC irefés

G stem, type B, active, perfect

3ms *CeCVC: OM tiibar, YM kiiteb | JC fedor | S CeCiC
G stem, type B, active, subjunctive:

2fs *tVibiri: OM totbayri, YM tetbiir | JC tofdir

3mpl *yVtber-: OM yatbiir, YM yitbiirem | JC yofdér

o 2mpl *tVtber-: OM totbiir, YM tebiirem | JC tofdér

G stem, Type b, active, perfect:

3ms *CEéCVC: OM tiibar, YM kiiteb | JC fédor | S CeéCiC
G stem, Type b, active, subjunctive

21s *tVtbiri: OM totbayri, YM tetbiir | JC tofdir

3mpl *yVtbér-: OM yatbiir, YM yitbiirem | JC yofdér
2mpl *tVtbér-: OM totbiir, YM tebiirem | JC tofdér
causative, active, perfect

©o 3mpl *hVnsém: OM honsiim | JC eflét

causative, active, imperfect

o 2fs *tv-(hv)C(v)CiC-i: OM tohonsaymi | JC iffilit

© 3mpl *yv-(hv)C(v)CéC: OM yohansiim | JC iffélét

o 2mpl *tv-(hv)C(v)CéC: OM tohansiim | JC efélét
reflexive a, active, imperfect

o 2fs *toCtoCiC: OM tontofayzi | JC toftigir

© 3mpl *toCtoCéC: OM yantofiiz | JC yaCtéCeéC

o 2mpl *toCtoCéC: OM tontofiiz | JC yoCtéCeéC
reflexive a, active, subj

°o 3ms *yaCtéCoC: OM yaCtiiCoC, YM yiCtiiCeC | JC yoCtéCaC | S 1-ikténah
o 2fs *toCt(i/¢)CoC: OM tontiifoz | JC toCtiCaC
reflexive b, active, perfect

°o  3mpl *oCtoCeC: OM oftakiir | JC oCteCeC

reflexive b, active, imperfect

©  3ms *yaCtoCéCon: OM yoCtaCiiCon, YM yiktetiiben | JC yoCtoCéCon
o 2fsg *toCtoC(i/¢)Coan: OM toCtaCiiCan | JC oCtoCiCon
caus-reflexive a, active, perfect:

©  3mpl *$aCCEC: OM $aCCiiC | JC 5oCCeéC
caus-reflexive a, active, imperfect:

o 2fs *to§oCCiCi: OM tasaCCayCi | JC otsCeéCiC

° 3mpl *ya$oCVCeEC: OM yasaCCiiC | JC yasCéCeC

o 2mpl ¥taSoCVCeéC: OM tasaCCiiC | JC tsCeCeéC
caus-reflexive a, active, subj:

O

o

O

o

o

o

(¢]

o

(@]

o

O

o
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o 2fs *ta§iCCaC: OM ta83CCar | JC ts5iCCaC

3.4.4 Other Correspondences

After back or emphatic consonants, *e and *i merged to /ay/ in Western MSA:
1. Jibbali i (with nasal -> original vowel cannot be determined)
151. *tolh?m 'spleen': OM tolhaym | JEC telhim | S {talhon, talhem (SSL)}
152. *qob$?n 'scorpion': OM H gobayn | JE §iin
153. *h?m 'father-in-law': OM YM H haym | JEC him | S ham, hem- (L)
2. Jibbalie
154. *Qarqéb 'mouse: OM ?aarqayb H ?arqayb | JEC ?arqéb (HL, JL)
155. *$otrér 'rag, strip of cloth': OM §(o)t(o)rayr H $otorayr | JEC $dtrér
156. *$otét 'long path in awkward place': OM $otayt | JC §itét
157. *yég 'man': OM YM H yayg | JC yeg, JE y¢ig | S fayg (L, ML)
This sometimes also happens when the vowel and the consonant are not adjacent:
158. *qVtmim 'butter': OM gotmiim H getmaym (HL) | J gatmim (Siméone-Sennelle 2011) | S
{gatmehom (SS 2011) gatmhim (HL) gatmohim (ML)}
159. *yVréb 'raven': OM yoyrayb YM hayarayb H yoyoreeb (HL) | JEC ayoréb | S €arib (L)
afreb (HL)

3.4.5 Problematic Data

In an initial syllable, Omani Mehri ay can also correspond to Jibbali u or o, as noted already by
Bittner. The environments for *u and *o and the environments for the different Soqotri reflexes are
unclear. We will assume a corresponding proto-phoneme by 1,, leaving open whether it can be
identified with another phoneme and whether it was a single phoneme at all.

* OM ay, Harsusi o/ay=JCu=Se,1i
160. *ti;n 'clay': OM H tayn | JC tun
161. *hi,tVm 'sky': OM haytem YM hitem H hdtom | JC $ttum JE $étom | S ?é?eten (HL)
?iitin (L)
162. *$i,b 'white hair': OM $ayb H Sayb | JEC Sub
163. *trirt 'two (fem)': OM otrayt YM (Jahn) triit H terét B teerti | JEC trut | S trih (ML)
164. *ti,f 'myrrhe': OM YM tayf | JEC tuf | S tayf (L, ML)
165. *ti,$ 'goat’: OM tayh YM teyh H taayeh | JC tus | S tesS (L)
* Mehri ay, Harsusi ee/ay/ii = JC o =S ay, o, iya
166. *bist 'house': OM bayt (constr bat) YM beyt, beet H beet | JC bot JE (b)uut (HL) | S
{beyt, pron. bét-i$ (L), bayt (JL)}
167. *qi>z 'summer: OM H qayz YM qayt | JC qod. | S {qiyat (L) qdyat (JL)}
168. *si,d 'fish': OM YM H sayd | JE sud JC sod | S {s.60deh (N) $6de (L) s.6doh (S ML)}
169. *3ki,? 'sword': OM oskay YM skii H a8kii?, oskeew | JC st3? JE §t6? | S sko? (JH, JS, S
ML)

Notably, this correspondence is also found in Arabic loanwords: JC fudet, H faydoh 'benefit' < ar
faa'ida. This suggests that the original vowel was a high front vowel or the diphtong *ay.

What all these words have in common is the presence of an alveolar, dental or lateral sound, often
an alveaolar stop. However, this feature does not separate this reflex from Jibbali /i/, as shown by
*tit 'one (f.)' > J 1 vs. *ti.f 'myrrhe’, *ti;n 'clay' > J u.
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Furthermore, the following data do not fit into the reconstruction of *i and *e:
* MiilJiSe
170. *k?rVs$ 'belly': OM kiro§ YM kirs H kéres (HL) | JE Sur§ (ML) JC sir§ (JL) | S $éeris
(N)
171. *d?d 'uncle': ML ho-diid, pron ho-dayd-i/ho-ddd-ya YM ha-diid H he-ded | JEC did | S
{dédo (dido) (L) dédoh, edid- (JL) dédoh (ML)}
* MiilJeSe
172. *$VI17t 'three': OM $haliit YM $31¢ét, Seliit H $olays | JEC shalét | S $dleh (ML)
e Miile¢
173. *?in?t 'women (pl)': OM ho-yniit H haa-niit (HL) | JC inét | Hb haynat (ML)
* Mayl/iiJCe
174. *$ayt?t 'three': OM Saatdyt YM Sayatiit H Saafayt | JE $atét JC $otét | S §aSteh (ML)
* MHaylCi
175. *m?t 'when': OM H mayt | JEC mit | S mi?ito (ML)
* OMH yii YM iyee JEC u
176. *mVt 'hundred': OM omyiit YM miyét H myiit | JEC mut

3.5 Evidence for Diphthongs

While diphthongs are uncommon in Soqotri and Jibbali, ay and aw are highly common in Omani
Mehri. In many instances, ay and aw are variants of ee/ ii and oo/uu after pharyngeals, uvulars and
emphatics.

There are only few instances of diphthongs outside of Western MSA, mostly in these environments.
In addition to the words for 'myrrhe’, 'house' and 'summer' mentioned above, this includes

177. *yayg 'man': OM H B yayg, YM yayg | JE yéig, JC yeg | Hb yayj | S Sayg (L, ML)

178. *d.ay? 'smell, perfume': OM d.aay (HL), H d.ay? | JE d.ay' (HL) | S tay (HL)

179. *Qayn 'eye': OM ?aayn, YM ?ayn | JE Sayn, JC Sihn | S Sain (L, SSL)

In a few cases, Jibbali Vb allows for the reconstruction of PMSA *Vw:
180. *lowh "board': OM lawh, YM looh | JEC lobh | S looh (L, N)
181. *mVdéwrVm 'heels": M modéawrom, JC midébrom, S {medérhEm (SN SSL89), midrhem
L)}
182. *fVtawri 'dual of month name': OM H fotawri | JEC fétabri

This correspondence is also found in the plural OM masawgad, JEC misébgad 'mosques', which
probably post-dates Proto-MSA.

The reconstruction *Vw is also plausible in
183. *kowb 'wolf': OM kawb YM koub H kawb/koob B kawb | JEC kob

3.6 CvC and CvC.C, Words

CvC and CvC,C; Nouns and particles often show the expected reflexes of low mid vowels. The
presence of short vowels in WMSA suggests that some CvC words originally had a geminate
second radical.
184. *$eff 'lower limb/leg/foot; footprint': OM $af, H Seef | JEC $ef | S $af, Saaf (SSL89)
185. *$ekk 'sin': OM $ak | JC $ek



13

186. *?emm* 'mother': OM eem /?aam/ | JC ?2¢m | S ?em- (L), 2om (JL)

187. *hal 'oil': OM haal | JEC hahl | S hal (L)

188. *h(0?e?a?)m 'if': OM haam, H ?am (cf. Akkadian Summa, Geez ?omma, Arabic ?in,
Hebrew ?im)

189. *koll 'all': OM kaal, kall- (Rubin), YM kall, H kal, kaal, kall | JE kol, kel-, JC kohl, kol, k3 |
S kol, kal (ML)

190. *sedd 'relations; friendship': OM sad | JEC sed

CvC,C; verbs show a high mid vowel:
191. *yett 'to choke on s.th.": OM yat | JE yét, JC yett | S €ot (JS)/Set (ML)
192. *Sedd 'to stop, ...": OM H had | JE §éd, JC Sedd | S yhad (HL)
193. *tess 'to shower; to jump up': OM to$, H tos | JE té$, JC tess
194. *tenn 'se reposer': OM ton | JE tin, JC tenn | S tenn (L)/ten (ML)

In the following cases, there is an alternation between expected reflexes of low and high mid
vowels. In general, H shows the expected reflex of a high vowel. OM and S seem to agree.
195. *$(o/0)mm 'name': OM ham (with pronominal affix hommsoh, Rubin 2007), YM hamm, H
hom | JEC $um | S $em (L)?, Sem (JL, ML)
196. *b(e/e)r 'already': OM bor/ber, YM bar, H bar/bar | JC ber | S bér (L, ML)/bar (1J)
197. *b(e/e)r 'son': OM bar, YM ber, H bor | JC ber | S bar (L)/bar (HL, ML)
198. *k(e/e)ft 'palm of hand': OM kaf, YM keft/kaff, H kof | JEC kéf
199. *k(e/e)m 'how many?': OM kom, YM kéam, H kom | S kem (L), kom (HL, ML)
200. *s(e/e)mm 'poison’: OM sam, YM semm, H som | JE sem, JC sehm | S sam (L, ML, N)
201. *s(e/e)r 'behind, back': OM saar, YM ser | JEC sér | S sar (L, JJ, HL)
202. *t(e/e)s$ 'shower': OM tas, H tos | JEC te$
203. *3(e/e)tt 'six (m)': OM hat, YM hitt, hiitt, H hatto(h), B het | JEC §ét | Hb het | S hyat (L,
ML)

*e or *1 can be reconstructed for the following words:
204. *d(e/i)m’ 'pus': OM dom | JC dihm | S dim, dem (SSL), dam (N)
205. *3idd 'thunder': OM had YM hudd | JEC hid | S Sed (HL)

3.7 Evidence for Stressed *a

Stressed /3/ in Western MSA is the reflex of high vowels in closed syllables. In Jibbali, stressd /3/ is
rare. It seems to correspond to WMSA /ii/:
206. *?0b 'father': OM ?iib, hayb YM heyb H hayb | JC ?iy 'father', ?3b 'big' | Hb hab | S ?iyf-
(ML) 'father', ?4?ab (ML) 'big'
207. *Sogordt 'mountain pass': OM $ogoariit | JE $ogorét JC §ogordt | S $dgreh (ML)
208. *stot 'six (f.)': OM yetiit H yeteet | JEC Stot | S hydtoh (ML, JL) hite, ?ite, yite (L)

3.8 Summary: Correspondences in Stressed Syllables

Reflexes in brackets occur in certain environments instead of the default reflex.

Proto- Western MSA Central Jibbali Soqotri

4 Gemination reconstructed on the basis of J, where -m- is not elided.
5 Note that *e becomes i in Jibbali in the neighborhood of nasals.



MSA Omani Mehri | Yemeni Mehri | Harsusi
*a a a a
aa
*e a € e, a
ee ee (9)
*e ) i [Sima] 9 e (i) e, 1
ii (ay) ee (9, ay)
*1, *1p ) 1 [Sima] ) 1,0,u 1,0
ay i (ay) i (ay)
*2 a 2 (u) 0,a
00
*0 e} a ?
uu 00
*u ) u [Sima] ? e (i) e, 1
uu 00
*3? i1 (ay) 9 e, 1

4 Origin of Multiple Stress in Jibbali

In general, stress seems to spread backwards until it reaches a double consonant or the beginning of
the word. In particular, the rules *CvC'vC --> C'vC'vC (exception: *Qaybél 'flint', *?idén 'ear’) and
*CvCC'vC --> CvCC'vC are confirmed by much of the nominal data above. This shows that
multiple stress does not have to be reconstructed for PMSA nouns where it does not occur in Mehri.
Stress in Jibbali verbs is not predictable that well, but other language-internal factors may operate in

addition to regular sound-change.

5 Reconstructing Vowels in Verbs

5.1 G Stem Conjugation

o Type A
Active, Perfect

3 ms *rVkoz
3fs *rVkVz-6t
2 ms *rVkoz-k

*rVkoz-k
6 Rubin 2007. ML has -é-

Mehri (ML)

rokuuz
rokozuut
rokdzk

rokdzs®

Jibbali (JL)
qdddr
qddarst
qddark

qddor~s

Soqotri
qofod (L)
gefédoh (L)
qofodk (L)
qofods (L)
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1cs
3 mdu

1/2 du
3 mpl

2 mpl

1 cpl

3s

1cs
3du

1/2du
3 mpl

2s

ls

3s

1 cs
3du

*rVkoz-k
*rVkVz-5
*r'VkVz-vtd
*rVkoz-ki
*rVk?z
*rVkoz
*rVkoéz-kVm
*rVkoz-kVn
*rVkoz-Vn

rokazk
rokozoo
rokaztoo
rokdzki
rokawz
rokuuz
rokdzkom
rokdzkon

rokuuzan

qddark
qddard
qddartd
qddor~si
qddar
qddar
qddorkum
qdddrkon

qdddron

qofodk (L)
gofodo (L)
gofodéto (L)
qofodki (L)
qefed (L)
qofod (L)
qgofodken (L)
qgofodken (L)
gofdden (L)

Passive, Perfect. Mehri points to *CvCéC, while Jibbali points to *vCCiC.

*rVk?z
*rVkVz-7t
*rVk?z-k
*rVk?z-§
*rVk?z-k

*?

*?
*rVk?z-ki
*rVk?z-Vm
*rVk?z
*rVk?z-kVm
*rVk?z-kVn
*rVk?z-Vn

Active, Imperfect

*y-vCOCvC

*t-vCoCvC
*t-vCOCvC
*9

*vCoOCvC
*y-vCvCvC-5
*t-vCvCvC-3

Mehri (ML)
rokeez
rokzeet
rokazk
rokazs
rokazk
rokzee
rokoztee
rokazki
rokeezom
rokeez
rokazkom
rokazkon

rokeezon

Mehri (ML)

yoruukoz

taruukoz
toruukoz

toreekoz
(<*tvCeCv0O)

aruukoz
yorakzoo

tarakzoo

Jibbali (JL)

erfis
erfis-ot
erfis-k
erfis-S
erfis-k
erfis-o(h)
erfis-to(h)
erfis-si
erfis

erfis
erfis-kum
erfis-kon

erfis-on

Jibbali (JL)
yqddar

tqddor
tqddor
tiqdir

aqddor
yqddard
tqddard

Soqotri
qitel

Soqotri (L)
iqafed
iqober
teqafed
teqafed
teqofid

'eqafed
igafedo
tgafedo
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2 cdu *t-vCvCvC-d torokzoo
1 cdu *vCvCvC-9 orakzoo
3p *y-vCoOCC-vm yardkzom
*t-vCO6CC-vn tordkzon
2p *t-vCO6CC-vm torakzom
*t-vCoCC-vn tordkzon
Ip *n-vCoCvC naruukoz
° Type B
= Active, Perfect
Mehri (ML)

3s *t€bVr tiibar

*tVbVr-ot tobruut
2s *1€bVr-Vk tdbrak

*1¢bVr-V§ tabras
1cs *t¢bVr-Vk tdbrok
3du *tVbVr-3 tobroo

*tVbVr-td tobartoo
1/2 du *t€bVr-Vki tdbraki
3pl *1¢bVr-Vm tdbrom

*tebVr titbar
3pl *¢bVr-kVm  tdbarkom

*t€bVr-kVn tdbarkon
1 cpl *¢bVr-Vn tdbron

= Active, Subjunctive
Mehri (ML)

3s *y-vCC3C yat_boor

*t-vCC5C tot_boor
2s *t-vCCoC tot_boor

*t-vCCiC-i tot_bayri
1cs *vCCHC ot boor
3du *y-vCCvC-5  yat baroo

*t-vCCvC-5  tot boroo
2 cdu *t-vCCvC-5  tot _boroo
1 cdu *vCCvC-5 ot _baroo

tqadérd
nqadérd
yqddor
tqddaran
tqddor
tqddoran

nqddor

Jibbali (JL)
fédor
fidirat
fédorok
fédoras
fédorok
fédérd
fédértd
fédorsi
fédar
fédor
fédarkum
fédorkon

fédoron

Jibbali (JL)
yofdar
tofdar
tofdar
tofdir
1-ofddr
yofdord
tofdord
tofdard

nafdard

Soqotri

teqafedo
eqafedo
iqofod
tqafedin
tqofed
tqafedin
nqafed

Soqotri
1-iICCoC



Ip

*y-vCCeC yat_biir yofdér
*y-vCCOC-vn  tot_booron tofddron
*t-vCCeC tot_biir tofdér
*y-vCCOC-vn  tot booron tofddron
*n-vCC3C nat_boor nofdar

5.2 Stem Formation

Simple, Type a

o active, perfect: *CoC6C: OM rokuuz-, YM teboor- | JC qdddr | S gébor
= closed: OM rokdz-, YM tebér-
= 3mpl *?: OM rokédwz, YM teboorem
o active, impf: *yoC6CaC: OM yoruukoaz, YM yikooteb | JC yC3CaC | S igdber/igafed
= closed: OM -ardkz-, YM -téber-
= 2fs *?: OM toreekoz, YM tetiiber | JC tiqdir | S teqofid
o active, subj: *yoaCCéC: YM yikteeb | JC ydCCaC | S l-igbér

o passive, perfect: *rokéz: OM rokeez | JC erfis | S qitel
= closed: OM rokaz-
o passive, impf/subj: *yarkdz: OM yorkooz | JC irefds | S iqutol
= 2fs *tvCCiCi: OM torkayzi | JC irefis
= 3mpl *yvCCeéC: OM yaorkiiz | JC irefés
= 2mpl *tvCCéC: OM torkiiz | JC irefés

Simple, Type b

o active, perfect: *CéCVC: OM tiibar, YM kiiteb | JC fédor | S CECiC
= closed: OM tdbr-, YM tiber-
o active, subjunctive: *yaCC3C: OM yatboor, YM yitboor | JC yoCC3C | S 1-iCC6C
= 2fs *tVtbiri: OM totbayri, YM tetbiir | JC tofdir
= 3mpl *yVtbér-: OM yatbiir, YM yitbiirem | JC yofdér
= 2mpl *tVibér-: OM totbiir, YM tebiirem | JC tofdér

Simple, med gutt., active, perfect: *CoC¢C: OM goheem, YM jeheem | JC thém

intensive

o active, perfect: *C5CaC-: OM arookab, YM soofer | JC -C5CaC-, -CoCaC- | S gabit
= closed OM arakb-
= 3fs OM arkobeet | JC eCiCiCat

o active, imperfect: *-C5CC-: OM yarakbon, YM yisaferen | JC -C5CaC-, -CoCaC-,
-CuCaC- | S yigabiten

o active, subj: *C5CaC: OM yarookab, YM yisoofer | JC -C5CaC-
= 2fs *?: OM tareekab | JC 1-CaCuC-

causative,
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o active, perfect: *haCCuC, *haCCo6C: OM honsuum, YM haktuub, haktoob | JC
-eCCéC-, eCC3C- | S ?insir (L) ?msir (Johnstone, t-Prefix)
= 3mpl *hVnsém: OM honsiim | JC eflét

o active, imperfect: *yv(hv)C(v)C6C: OM yohonsuum, YM yihaktoob | JC iC:éC3C | S
inésor (L), ynéesor (Johnstone, t-Prefix)
= 2fs *tv-(hv)C(v)CiC-i: OM tohansaymi | JC iffilit | S néesir (Johnstone, t-Prefix)
= 3mpl *yv-(hv)C(v)CEC: OM yohansiim | JC iffélét | S ynéesir (Johnstone, t-Prefix)
= 2mpl *tv-(hv)C(v)CéC: OM tohonsiim | JC efélét | S néesir (Johnstone, t-Prefix)

o active, subj: *yVhéCCVC: OM yohansom, YM yihakteb | JC yéCCaC, y¢CaCC | S 1-
ensér (1-6nsir) (L), I-dnsir (Johnstone, t-Prefix)
= 2fs *?: OM tohdnsom | JC I-ifalt | S 1-dnsir

» reflexivea

o active, perfect: *C5tCoC: OM CatCoC, YM CiatCeC | JC CHtCoC | S koténah

o active, imperfect: *yoCtoC6C: OM yaCtoCuuC, YM yiCteCooC | JC yoCtéCC | S
yikténah.
= 2fs *toCtoCiC: OM tontofayzi | JC toftigir
= 3mpl *toCtoCéC: OM yontofiiz | JC yoCtéCeC
= 2mpl *toCtoCeéC: OM tantofiiz | JC yaCtéCeC

o active, subj: *yaCtéCaoC: OM yaCtiiCaC, YM yiCtiiCeC | JC yaCtéCoC | S I-ikténah
= closed OM -oCtdCC-
= 2fs *toCt(i/¢)CoC: OM tontiifoz | JC toCtiCaC
= Jcpl *?7: OM nantiifoz | naCtdCaC

* reflexive b

o active, perfect: *CtoCuC: OM aCtaCuuC, YM ktetoob | JC oCteCéC
= 3mpl *oCtaCeéC: OM oftokiir | JC aCteCeéC

o active, imperfect: *yoCtoCéCon: OM yoCtoCiiCon, YM yiktetiiben | JC yoCtoCéCon
= 2fsg *toCtaC(i/¢)Con: OM toCtoCiiCon | JC oCtoCiCon

© active, subj: *?: OM yoCtoCuuC, YM yiktetoob | yoCtdCuC
= 2fs *?7: OM toftokayri | JC toftikor
= 3mpl *?: OM yoftokiir | JC yoftokur
= 2mpl *?: OM toftokiir | JC toftdkur

* reflexive ¢
o active, perfect: YM ktooteb
© active, imperfect: YM yiktateben
© active, subj: YM yiktooteb

* caus-reflexive a

o active, perfect: *SoCCaC: OM $oCCuuC, YM $aCCuuC | JC soCCéC | S simtel (L)
Simtil (Johnstone, t-Prefix)
= (2s, s, 2p, 1p) * $0CvCOC: OM $oCCuuC- | JC sCeC6C-
= 3mpl *$0CCeEC: OM $oCCiiC | JC 5oCCeéC

o active, imperfect: *yaSC(V)C6C: OM yasoCCuuC, YM yisaCCuuC | JC yasCéCsC | S
1Smétol
= 2fs *t050CCiCi: OM tasoCCayCi | JC otsCECIC | S tsSiméetil (Johnstone, t-Prefix)
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o

e caus-reflexive b

= 3mpl *ya8oCVCEC: OM yasaCCiiC | JC yasCeCeC | S yisméetil (Johnstone, t-

Prefix)

= 2mpl *toSoCVCEC: OM tasoCCiiC | JC tsCéCeC | S tSiméetil (Johnstone, t-Prefix)
active, subj: *ya$§e¢CCoC: OM ya8aCCaC, YM yisaCCeC | JC yséCCoC | S 1-i§émtol (L)

l-isémtil (Johnstone, t-Prefix)
= 2fs *ta8§iCCaC: OM tasdCCar | JC tsiCCoC | tsdmtil (Johnstone, t-Prefix)

o

o

active, perfect: *?: OM $oCeeCaC, YM §CooCeC | JC ~seCeCaC

active, imperfect: *yoSC(M: low, JC: high)?CCen: OM yasCaCCaC, YM yisCaCeCen |

JC yasCéCoCon
caus-reflexive b, active, subj: *yoSC?CaoC: OM yosCeeCaC, YM yisCooCeC | JC

yasCeCaC

6 Pronouns

OM Central Jibbali |Hobyot Soqotri (SS 11)
Singular
1 *hoh hoh hé ho(h) (SS 11) hoh(on), ho"
2m *het heet het hit (Arnold) het
het
2f *hit heet hit hit (Arnold) hit
hit
3m *Seh heh Seh e heh (SS11) y"eh$ heh
3f *se seh se seh (SS11) se”
Plural
1 *nha onha nha(n) noha (SS11) han (hOn)
2m *(3/0)m | oteem tum tum (SS11) tan
(analogy
with fem.,
cf. H
otoom)
2f *ten oteen ten ten (SS11) tan
3m *$(5/6)m | heem Sum hum (Arnold, yhan
(analogy SS11)
with fem.,
cf. H
hoom)
3f *sVn seen son sén (Arnold) san
sen, sen
Dual
1 *ki okay ti tii, ti" (SS11) ki
2 *t{ otdy ti tii, ti" (SS11) ti"
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*$1

hay

S1

hii, hi*(SS11)

he", hi
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